
 

 
 

 

 
His Excellency 
Mr. Antonio Guterres 
Secretary General  
United Nations 
New York  
 
 
Excellency,  
 
This email is a letter written by Syrians in diaspora and Syrians in refugee camps. 
 
As millions of Syrian children and their families are still living in refugee camps this holiday season, 
we want to express our dissatisfaction with the United Nation’s inadequate response in protecting 
and caring for them. 
 
This generation of hopeless children lost any dreams of a better life watching the impotence of the 
whole world while also facing the brutality of the Assad regime and his Iranian and Russian backers 
-- whose crimes against humanity and war crimes continue with impunity. 
 
The UN and its different agencies have not lived up to its own Charter, failing to uphold international 
law. It seems the UN was used as a political cover under which the Assad regime along with the 
Iranians and the Russians continued their crimes against Syrians.  
 
We are calling on Mr. Geir Pederson to resign as the Special Envoy of Syria.  Mr. Pederson was 
appointed in 2018 as special envoy in hope of bringing peace to Syria after 7 years of war.  Mr. 
Pederson was supposed to lead UN efforts to facilitate an inclusive and credible political solution 
that meets the demands and aspirations of the Syrian people.  Mr. Pederson has failed in finding 
mechanisms to achieve the Geneva Communiqué that was supported by the UNSCR 2118 as well 
as UNSCR 2254 in 2015. 
 
During his tenure, the process of negotiating between the main backers of the Assad regime and the 
opposition has shifted to running the Constitutional Committee. The idea to form the Constitutional 
Committee was originally put forward by the Russian government in Sochi. By successfully securing 
the UN’s support for the Constitutional Committee, the Russians were able to reduce the 
negotiations concerning the fourfold transition envisioned in UNSCR 2254 – which as you know 
includes Governance, Constitution, Election and Counterterrorism. It is now 3 years later and as 
expected, this plan has achieved no concrete results regarding either a constitution reform process 
or new constitution in Syria. 
 
By keeping the UN-led process on life support through the Constitutional Committee, the pro-Assad 
backers bought time to create facts on the ground through military offensive without having to fear 
greater political pressure from the international community.   
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Mr. Pederson failed to be transparent with the Syrian people that he has not achieved any success 
in committing the Syrian regime to follow a road map within a specific time frame as detailed in 
article 4 of UNSCR 2254.  He was not able to impose articles 12, 13, 14 of UNSCR 2254 that called 
for release of arbitrarily detained persons especially women and children who continue to be tortured 
and killed at the hands of the Syrian government. He has not exposed the Syrian regime 
delegation’s refusal to stick to the protocol or the Syrian regime overall distancing from the 
committee. Mr. Pederson never froze the Constitutional Committee during the military offensives and 
never made it clear that a resumption of meaningful discussion would be conditional on ceasefire. 
 
During his tenure, efforts to achieve political transition via the Constitutional Committee has become 
intermittent “publicity stunts” that have not resulted in any tangible success, all the while providing 
disinformation that a political solution is underway.  
 
Mr. Pederson continues to conceal the lack of progress which perhaps unintentionally gives the 
impression that the political process is ongoing. By doing that, he is losing credibility in the eyes of 
the Syrians and is becoming a person that is ill-fit to complete his task. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Rim Albezem, MD, FACC 
President Elect, Civilian Council for American Security 

rim@civiliancouncil.org 
 

 
 

For media inquiries, please contact media@civiliancouncil.org. 

 

Endorsed by the following organizations: 
Civilian Council for American Security 

Americans for Free Syria 
Syrian Emergency Task Force 
Syrian Institute for Progress 

Syria Freedom Path 
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Signed by the following individuals: 
 
 

Name and Surname Occupation Country of Residence 
Al Zeebbi Eead Data Engineer Germany 
Mahmoud Al Hamza Professor And Political Expert Russia 
Ahmed Al Ahdab Businessman  UAE 
Khaled Shehab Eddin  Judge Turkey 
Mecha Aladawi Journalist France 
Amir Aljord Lecturer  UAE 
Abdulhakeem Al Khayrat Lawyer Netherlands 
Darkazanli Ahmad Businessman France 
Khaled Alali Activist  Qatar  
Osama Kadi Economist Canada 
Maissa Kabbani  Vice President For New York Hospital  USA  
Ghayath Kanou Journalist Germany 
Jalal Sirees Journalist Syria 
Ayman K Bashi GM UAE 
Rim Albezem Physician  USA 
Khalaf Ai Ghazi Engineer Of Agriculture  Syria 
Feras Allawi Journalist Syria  
Riad Muasses Journalist France 
Abdalla Darifi Pharmacist  UK 
Mahmoud Alnajar Teacher Syria 
Abdulnasir Houshan Lawyer Turkey 
Ayman Barbour Lawyer Turkey 
Ali Al Shemalit Teacher UAE 
Husam Aldeen Sharif  Lawyer Turkey  
Mohammed Alzoubi  Computer Engineer  USA 
Khaled Daboul Judge Germany 
Imad Abou Latif  Teacher  Poland  
Hisham Toubah Civil Engineer  Syria 
Nassan Agha Riad Former Minister UAE 
Duraid Al Baik Journalist UAE 
Marwan Alayyash  Poet  UAE  
Farid Haddad Engineer  Canada 
Walid Nader MD USA 
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Ammar Almasalkhi Physician  USA 
Wail Alnas MD USA 
Mustafa Intabli Retired UAE  
Hicham Alnachawati  Physician  USA 
Talal Zaidan Political Science Student  Turkey 
Mustafa Baradai  Political Science Student  Turkey 
Marah Albukai White House Senior Correspondent.  USA 
Nasser Youssef  Business Consultant  UK 
Ammar Al Wahab Accountant Austria 
Isa Al Mohammed  Political Science Student  Syria  
Hinad Alshuhuf  Human Rights Defender Lebanon 
Abdulaziz Alkhatib  Former Assistant Minister Denmark 
Abd Ulkarim Alomar Media And Political Activist Syria 
Maamoun Farouh  Political Science Student  Syria 
Ghiath Ahmed Dekk Political Science Student Syria 
Abdulghani Mahmoud  Political Science Student Syria 
Hazem Al-Mustafa Political Science Student Syria 
Kousay Kadour Political Science Student Syria 
Haytham Albizem MD USA 
Kamal Allabwani Syrian Opposition   Sweden  
Nezhat Shaheen Journalist Syria 
Fayez Al Basha Physician  Canada  
Fayhaa Hamsho  Software Engineering Syria 
Yaser Nannh Political Science Student Syria 
Houzami Zuhor Adi Writer And Researcher France  
Ahmad Barqawi Philosopher UAE 
Yahya Diab Former Diplomat  Germany 
Abdulmajid Hariri Retired Canada 
Hussein Issa  General Practitioner Doctor  Denmark  
Shaban Alothman Political Science Student  Syria 
Al Srouji Bashar Engineer  Romania 
Aymn Saif Addyn Political Science Student  Syria 
Esraa Almashhor PhD In Soil Chemistry Turkey 
Hussein Yones Teacher Turkey 
Hassan Shahouddyab Teacher Turkey 
Mustafa Almustafa Political Science Student Syria 
Samer Hasan Political Science Student Syria 
Wael Ibrahem Political Science Student Syria 
Jassem Al Sayed Political Science Student Syria 
Hasan Harag Political Science Student Syria 
Mohamad Noor Shlash Political Science Student syria 
Muhmaad Khaled Shahade Political Science Student  Syria 
Eman Abdalkader Student Syria 
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Khadija Mariaminy  Political Science Student Syria  
Raghad Abdulkader Political Science Student Syria 
Farah Mordaa Political Science Student Syria 
Abdul Monem Al Radwan English Supervisor  Syria 
Waed Abdulkade Political Science Student  Syria 
Esraa Essa Political Science Student Syria 
Zeena Khalifa Political Science Student  Syria 
Anaszenaldeen Political Science Student Syria 
Ammar Al Youssef  Political Science Student Syria 
Rana Abdulkader Political Science Student  Syria 
Shaza Abdulkader Political Science Student  Syria 
Nour Alhuda Kanjo Political Science Student  Syria 
Rawad Ibrahim Political Science Student Syria 
Mahmood Kanbr Political Science Student Syria 
Ilya Abdulhammed Journalist Syria 
Yousef Hamdo Political Science Student Syria 
Ahmad Mouhammad Hafed Political Science Student  Syria 
Abdulbasit Zidan Lawyer Turkey 
Mohammad Ali Ibrahim Bacha  National Democratic Meeting France  
Sawsan Alkhatib  Teacher Germany 
Kheder Alaraj Inventor Germany 
Heisam Galyon  Businessman  USA 
Muhammed Gannam CNC Turkey 
Manar Alabed Medical Field Germany 
Faek Kanou  Economist Canada 
Jakob Kanou  Gynecologist Sweden  
Mohamed Harbat Officer Germany  
Yahya Nasser Political Science Student Syria 
Mohammed Bilal Alkabbany Finance Manager  KSA 
Mohammad Deeb Durbaa Pharmacist Turkey 
Mohamad Sabra Lawyer UAE 
Ahmad Mukdad Engineer Germany  
Maher Haj Ismael Administrative Syria 
Zakwan Baaj PhD In Architect & Urban Planning Poland 
Abdalfattah Aljmaideh Teacher Turkey 
Madlin Nakhleh Medical Field France 

   
 


